November 4, 2021

Robert Santos as Census Bureau Direc-
tor.
VOTE ON SANTOS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Santos nomination?

Mr. PETERS. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
and the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON), and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 58,
nays 35, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 465 Ex.]

YEAS—58

Baldwin Grassley Peters
Bennet Hassan Portman
Blumenthal Heinrich Reed
Blunt Hickenlooper Romney
Booker Hirono Rosen
Brown Kaine Schatz
Cantwell Kelly Schumer
Capito King
Cardin Klobuchar gbaheen

inema
Carper Leahy N
Casey Lujan Smith
Collins Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cornyn Menendez Toomey
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murkowski Warner
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Gillibrand Ossoff Wyden
Graham Padilla

NAYS—35
Barrasso Hoeven Rubio
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Sasse
Boozman Inhofe Scott (FL)
Braun Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cassidy Lankford Shelby
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thune
Daines Marshall Tillis
E}"nst McConnell Tuberville
Fischer Moran X
Hagerty Paul Wicker
Hawley Risch Young
NOT VOTING—17

Burr Johnson Warnock
Cramer Rounds
Cruz Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN).

Under the previous order, the motion
to reconsider is considered made and
laid upon the table and the President
will be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action.

The majority leader is recognized.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 401.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Graham Scott
Steele, of California, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 401, Gra-
ham Scott Steele, of California, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Charles E. Schumer, Jacky Rosen, Thom-
as R. Carper, Alex Padilla, Tim Kaine,
Richard J. Durbin, Elizabeth Warren,
Jeff Merkley, Christopher A. Coons,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Richard
Blumenthal, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Gary C. Peters,
Martin Heinrich, Brian Schatz, Chris
Van Hollen.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 345.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Robert Farrell
Bonnie, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Farm Produc-
tion and Conservation.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send

a cloture motion to the desk.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 345, Robert
Farrell Bonnie, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Farm Production
and Conservation.

Charles E. Schumer, Jacky Rosen, Thom-
as R. Carper, Alex Padilla, Tim Kaine,
Richard J. Durbin, Elizabeth Warren,
Jeff Merkley, Debbie Stabenow, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Richard Blumenthal, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Gary C. Peters, Martin Heinrich, Brian
Schatz.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 463.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Brian Eddie
Nelson, of California, to be Under Sec-
retary for Terrorism and Financial
Crimes.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 463, Brian
Eddie Nelson, of California, to be Under Sec-
retary for Terrorism and Financial Crimes.

Charles E. Schumer, Chris Van Hollen,
John Hickenlooper, Brian Schatz, Tina
Smith, Jeff Merkley, Tammy
Duckworth, Patrick J. Leahy, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Ben Ray Lujan, Christopher Murphy,
Martin Heinrich, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Michael F. Bennet, Ron Wyden, Raph-
ael Warnock.

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory
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quorum calls for the cloture motions
filed today, November 4, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington is recognized.

LOCAL JOURNALISM SUSTAINABILITY ACT

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor to talk about the
Local Journalism Sustainability Act.

And Dbefore the majority Ileader
leaves, I want to thank him for his
leadership on such an important piece
of legislation. From the very begin-
ning, he understood the fact that diver-
sity in resources is about competition
and is a key part of our democracy, and
we wouldn’t be at the precipice of get-
ting support for local journalism with-
out his help. So I thank him for that.

We originally introduced legislation
here in the Senate that Senators
WYDEN, KELLY, SCHATZ, MARKEY, MUR-
RAY, KLOBUCHAR, my colleague Senator
SCHUMER, MANCHIN, CORTEZ MASTO,
SINEMA, BALDWIN, LUJAN, LEAHY, and
BLUMENTHAL all supported.

This is important legislation. We
hope our House colleagues will take
this up this afternoon or tomorrow, as
it is included in the Build Back Better
program, to make sure that we have
the free press that is essential to our
democracy and that we have true com-
petition.

Local news is a trusted source of
news. Working to high journalistic
standards, local newspapers and broad-
casters play a critical role in holding
our elected officials accountable, shin-
ing a spotlight on important news, and
challenging the issues of our commu-
nity to come to light. As one friend of
mine said, local news is like hanging a
lantern on a problem so that the light
shines through.

That is exactly why we want to make
sure that we continue to support hav-
ing this diversity of voices, especially
while we see in the online world unfair
and uncompetitive practices that we
know will be discussed by our col-
leagues, looked at by the Department
of Justice, and certainly legislation
proposed about. But in the meantime,
we want to keep this diversity of voices
working.

We know that since 2005, newspapers
have lost more than 40,000 newsroom
employees—about 60 percent of their
workforce. Most States have lost more
than 50 percent of their newsroom
workforce. We cannot let regional and
community news organizations con-
tinue to die as we navigate very chal-
lenging information-age business
issues. That is why this legislation is
S0 important.

Local journalism is highly trusted in
communities around the country. Ac-
cording to a 2019 study from Gallup and
Knight Foundation, Americans trust
local news over national news by a 2-
to-1 margin to ‘‘report the news with-
out bias.” Local journalism has devel-
oped that trust based on transparency,
accuracy, ethical reporting, and shin-
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ing a light on important issues, includ-
ing crime and corruption, and holding
public officials accountable.

Local news reporting takes national
news stories and translates them into
their community news, and America’s
newspapers and online journalists and
radio and television broadcasters are at
the heart of this media landscape.

During the pandemic, broadcasters
continued to provide essential informa-
tion to audiences, reporting the news
and helping us keep connected on such
an important issue.

The Local Journalism Sustainability
Act is essential to maintaining that
trust, that diversity of voices, and that
local perspective. The tax incentives in
this bill will help local newspapers and
digital-only news journalists and
broadcast newsrooms remain finan-
cially viable to retain and hire local-
based journalists to cover local news
stories.

This bill helps incentivize newspapers
and broadcasters, including those
owned by larger entities, to invest in
reporting local news to their relevant
communities.

Local and regional minority-owned
businesses and outlets also benefit
from this provision, which is one of the
reasons why the association rep-
resenting the Black press, the National
Newspaper Publishers Association, and
the National Association of Hispanic
Publications also support this legisla-
tion.

America’s democracy really does de-
pend on ensuring that we have access
to information and that we have in-
formed decisions. Doing so also means
that we have true competition and in-
formation and mnews that can be
verified.

So I am pleased that the House has
incorporated this important provision
into the Build Back Better reconcili-
ation program. I hope that when this
comes to the Senate, our colleagues
will join in supporting this, in helping
local newspapers, radio and television
stations, and digital journalists con-
tinue to help us get the news.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as if in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUNSHINE PROTECTION ACT OF 2021

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today because it is time to
make daylight saving time permanent.

This Sunday, millions of Americans
are going to once again roll their
clocks back, and in no time, next
spring, they will have to roll their
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clocks forward. For what reason? I
don’t know a single person who loves
to go through the trouble of figuring
out whether their microwave or their
oven has the hour right or anyone who
looks forward to the Sun setting ear-
lier and earlier every winter.

But beyond convenience, this really
is a matter of health and safety. Stud-
ies have shown that our switch to
standard time can increase rates of
seasonal depression, as well as heart
problems and the risk of stroke. Re-
searchers also believe that if we made
daylight saving time permanent, there
would be fewer car accidents and
evening robberies thanks to a more
regular schedule and an extra hour of
Sun.

There are studies that indicate per-
manent daylight saving time could off-
set reduced economic activity that we
see during standard time and even
would lead to greater energy savings.

The people in my home State of
Washington know this. That is why we
have already passed legislation to
switch to permanent daylight saving
time. And it is not just Washington;
States across the country—Florida and
California and Maine and many more—
have now passed legislation in their
States or resolutions to make daylight
saving time year-round. But they are
powerless to enact the overwhelming
will of the people until they get Fed-
eral approval.

To put it simply, Americans want
more sunshine and less depression.

That is actually why I am very proud
to cosponsor the bipartisan Sunshine
Protection Act of 2021, which would ex-
tend Daylight Saving Time perma-
nently so Americans can enjoy having
sunlight during their most productive
hour of the day and never have to
worry about changing their clocks
again.

Congress has to be part of the solu-
tion. Here is a bipartisan issue that we
can and we should all get behind.

Now, I am working very hard to sup-
port the passage of this bill however
possible. But this is something my con-
stituents are truly fed up with, so I am
also pressing the Department of Trans-
portation to explore every avenue
available to them to at least let
States—like mine, whose voters over-
whelmingly want permanent Daylight
Saving Time—have it.

(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO assumed the
Chair.)

Madam President, in this country,
when people have demanded changes to
daylight saving rules or if it benefits
the country, like saving daylight dur-
ing World War I or the oil embargo in
the 1970s, we have simply just changed
the rules.

No one wants dark afternoons during
the winter or to lose an extra hour of
sleep every spring. And I can assure
you that every parent that has to deal
with a child every time we change the
clock and it upsets their routines will
be behind this.

For goodness’ sake, voters across the
country have shown that they support
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